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Adulation or hiding true and showing false feelings
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Thanks be to Allah the Lord of the worlds. And peace and prayers be upon
the most honorable of the messengers, and upon all his family and
companions.

Dearly beloved, adulation or showing off in a deceiving manner; is a
sickness. What is it? How is it defined? How dangerous is it? And what are
its effects and results? And what can save a person from it in this life and
next? The answers to all those questions are the main purpose of this talk
on this blessed day. | do pray to Allah the Almighty to make us all amongst
his sincere slaves.

Adulation or showing off with false and ill intentions, is for someone to
pretend and act completely different to what truly is within their heart. Or
doing a good deed to impress others, or doing worship aimed to impress
people rather than Allah. It is doing intentional false acts of obedience
aiming at deceiving others by showing dishonest and misleading feelings
and faith and hiding the true feelings and intentions. It is doing some deed
that should only be done for the sake of Allah; and should be done to get
closer to Allah, but rather; one does it seeking to gain fame and reputation;
and admiration by people. This is the showing off; with false-intention
deeds, and it is what the messenger ppbu warned his nation against. The
messenger ppbu said: “What worries me about you the most; is the
minor (shirk); or a form of associating partners with Allah or minor
polytheism” the messenger ppbu was asked what is the minor (shirk)? Or
what the minor form of associating partners with Allah was. He said:
adulation, or trying to impress others by showing off a false deed of
worship. It was also reported that the messenger ppbu once found some of
his companions discussing and studying the false messiah. He said shall |
tell about what worries me about you more than the false messiah? They
said yes messenger of Allah. He said: the hidden (shirk) or hidden
polytheism. They asked him what it was. He said: that is when a man does
a prayer and he does his best to improve it and perfect it when he finds that
people are looking at him. He improves his deeds and does prayers well,
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and even pretending an extra level of reverence and submissiveness, but
only to be seen by people or to impress people. That is the minor (shirk) or
minor polytheism. This wastes the reward from one’s deeds. Allah said
telling us through His messenger ppbu (Hadith Qudsi) {I am the richest
of the rich from the need of having associates. So, anyone who does any
deed or act who does it for me as well as for any other associate with
me; then | renounce and disown him and the associate}. The messenger
ppbu explained that Allah gathers people on the day of resurrection, a day
that there’s no doubt shall come, and when He rewards people for their
deeds. He addresses those who committed the sin of minor (shirk)
association and says to them: go to those you were showing-off-to; in the
first life, those for whom you used to do the deeds. Go and find your reward
with them. At that time they will be shamed, they will show regret and
sorrow, and they will be at loss. That is because they will not find any
reward from others. It is Allah, the King of all kings; the one and only who
rewards good and bad deeds. He is the owner of the day of resurrection; all
praise be to Him (4ilsw),

The messenger ppbu was reported saying that the first of those that hell fire
is lit with on the day of resurrection are scholars and those who recite
Quran. The scholar is brought and all the mercies he was given; are stated
to him and he acknowledges them; and he is asked what did you do with
them? He says: | have learnt and | have taught. He is told: you have lied.
You have learned so you would be called a scholar; and it was said. Then
it is commanded that he would be drawn into hell fire face down. And the
Quran reciter is brought and is made aware of the mercies he was given;
and he acknowledges them, and he is asked what did you do with them? He
says: | recited Quran for you. He is told: you have lied. You recited so you
would be called a reciter; and it was said. Then it is commanded that he
would be drawn into hell fire face down. And here is another man who is a
big spender and generous giver for the sake of Allah. He is brought and all
the mercies he was given are stated to him and he acknowledges them; and
he is asked what did you do with them? He says: | spent for your sake into
every route You loved spending for. He is told: you have lied. You spent
so you would be called a generous donor or contributor; And it was said.
Then it is commanded that he would be drawn into hell fire face down. And
a fighter or a soldier in a battlefield who is brought and all the mercies he
was given are stated to him; and he acknowledges them; and he is asked



what did you do with them? He says: | fought for your sake until I was
killed. He is told: you have lied. You fought so you would be called a brave
and fearless; and it was said. Then it is commanded that he would be drawn
into hell fire face down.

Dearly beloved, some of the effects and result of ill-intentioned deeds or
minor (sherk) association which will appear in this life are; that such a
person does not continue doing deeds. He only does the deeds in view of
people. If no people are present then he no longer does the deed. Ali Ebn-
Abi-Talib was asked for the signs of minor (sherk) association. He said it
has three signs:

1- The person becomes active in worship and in doing deeds of
obedience when there are people round, and

2- The person becomes lazy when there are no people round. Also,
3- The person will do more deeds of obedience if he is praised. And

if he is given out to or dispraised; then he stops or reduces his deeds. This
IS the opposite of sincerity of intention.

All thanks be to Allah for His guidance and His grace. | testify that Allah
Is the one and only God, alone with no associates. And | testify that
Muhammad ppbu is His slave and His messenger who preached for Allah’s
satisfaction.

Dear Muslims, do fear Allah, and let it be known that minor (sherk)
association with Allah will cause rewards for deeds to be dropped; and is a
reason for gaining Allah’s abhor, despise and hate and anger. It is vital that
you treat yourself and clear yourself from it. That is done through seeking
knowledge of the truth in monotheism or the oneness of Allah. If you realise
and if you are firm that Allah alone is the one and only; who causes benefit
or harm when He pleases then you will put away from your heart; the fear
of people dissatisfaction with you or people praise of you. Also if you know
and realise that Allah can see and hear all; and He is aware of even a sly
look; and what is hidden within the chest (unspoken intentions) then you
would forget about those who watch you; and obey Allah as if you can see
Him. And if you cannot see Him then remember that He does see you.



It is enough; dear Muslim; to know that Allah is watching you. And let it
be known to you; that people will not suffice you from God with not even
the slightest. And remember that Satan is the source of the showing off or
minor (sherk) association, so use Allah’s support to cast away Satan. And
keep your deeds off the sight of people; and be warned against the joy and
pride of showing off deeds for it generates vanity and vainglory. While the
seen Islamic worship deeds have to be visible and must not be hidden; like
pilgrimage (Hajj), mini-hajj (amrah) and Friday prayer and the
congregation prayers (jamaa) and others. A person would not be considered
committing the sin of showing-off or minor (sherk) association by visibly
doing those deeds. If the worship is a voluntary one then it is best if it is
hidden. That is because one is not blamed for not doing it. So, if he makes
it shown and intentionally making it visible to people for the purpose that
they would praise him then that is minor association. And so is every act or
deed which is not aimed at Allah then it is considered showing off, and is
part of minor (sherk) association.
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Say: | am only a mortal like you. My Lord inspireth in me that your God
is only One God. And whoever hopeth for the meeting with his Lord, let
him do righteous work, and make none sharer of the worship due unto his
Lord. (18:110)
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Those are they for whom is naught in the Hereafter save the Fire. (All)
that they contrive here is vain and (all) that they are wont to do is
fruitless. (11:16)
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Whoso desires the harvest of the next life, We give him increase in its
harvest. And whoso desires the harvest of this life, We give him thereof,
and he has no share in the next life. (42:20)



