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Slaves of Allah, 
 
The messenger ppbu said: {Do not break up, do not speak 
with ill intentions about one another behind their backs, do 
not hate each other and do not envy each other and be 
slaves of Allah and be brothers. No Muslim is permitted to 
desert his brother for more than three nights. They meet 
and they both shun off (reject) each other. The better of 
them is the one who starts with the peaceful greeting and he 
will be the first to go to paradise}. We today talk about envy, 
or deterring against being envious. Envy is a forbidden act and 
is one of the greater sins. Envy means if there is something 
good; that someone is blessed with; is to wish for it to be taken 
away, or for it to be taken away and be given to the envious 
person instead. Envy is a bad trait or a bad moral. It is said that 
being envious eats away the reward one has accumulated for 
good deeds (hasanas) just as fire would destroy timber. It was 
also said that envy ruins faith as Cactus would ruin the taste of 
honey. It was also said that envy would bring the envious 
person to five types of punishments: endless grief or gloom, 
and a disaster which one does not get rewarded for the 
suffering it brings, and a bad moral not to be praised for, and it 
brings the anger of God, and for doors of success are to be 
closed in his or her face. Others said that an envious person is a 
person who denies what Allah decides. 
 
Brothers in faith, our Islamic faith seeks to build a cohesive 
knitted society which is free from those fatal diseases, social 
diseases such as selfishness and envy and love of oneself and 
the self centred attitude. Such that our nation remains a good 
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nation with healthy hearts and souls, and well groomed feelings 
and clear hearts just like the first generation of Muslims who 
were brought up and taught by the messenger ppbu. The 
messenger ppbu said: {Do not envy each other, do not use 
tricks and deceptions or plot against each another, do not 
hate each other and do not get involved in talks and 
conversations with ill intent, and do not try to out sell each 
other’s when involved in transactions, and be slaves of 
Allah and be brothers. A Muslim is a brother to another 
Muslim; No Muslim is permitted to wrong (or transgress 
against) his brother or let him down and not to lie to him 
and not belittle him. God fearing is right here – he pointed 
at his chest three times – it is enough evil for an individual to 
be demeaned or belittled by his Muslim brother. A Muslim 
is sanctity or is sacred to any other Muslim, his blood, his 
money and his honour}. 
 
Allah Akbar, how those few words contain such a tremendous 
meanings and ideas and fantastic guidance. The first thing the 
messenger ppbu deterred against is envy. Envy was the first sin 
with which Allah was disobeyed when Satan envied Adam, and 
he kept at him until he managed to get him out of paradise. It is 
through envy that Satan was cursed and was made a 
condemned evil creature.     
 
Envy is a moral and a character of the Jews and of the 
polytheists. They intentionally became enemies of the 
messenger ppbu and denied his message and yet they know it 
was right form Allah. They did that just because they envied 
him. Alah says: {many of the people of the book would love 
to bring you off your faith back to being disbelievers. This 
is because of enviousness in them after they realised that 
your religion is the truth } 2:109. 
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An envious person is a person who denies the fate and destiny 
of Allah. Someone who do not accept what Allah decided and 
what Allah gave to others. That is an evidence of a bad soul 
and a bad nature. Envy is one of the results of hate and evil. 
Envy is a psychological crime. It is said that envy is the crime 
for which punishment is imposed before the crime is done. The 
opposite of any other crime where punishment normally 
happens after a crime occurs. In fact punishment for envy 
happens to the envious person before he or she starts envy. 
Because an envious person only envies when his or her heart 
and feelings are torn apart by seeing the good and seeing the 
joy of the person who is being envied; while the heart of a true 
believer is clean and pure and envy has no room in it. The 
messenger ppbu said once: {there shall come through this 
route a man who is one of the people of paradise}.  A man 
did come through that gab. The happened on three different 
days and the same man came through. The companions were 
astonished and one of them asked the man what he does to earn 
him such a status. He said: “I find in my soul no cheating and 
no envy towards any Muslim”. 
 
Ebn Sereen said: “I never envied any one for anything in this 
life. For if this person is of the people of paradise then how 
could I envy him for something in this life that could hurt him 
while he is heading for paradise. And if he was of the people of 
hellfire, then how could I envy him for something in this life 
when he is heading for hell fire”. It was also said: an envious 
person gets nothing from crowds and talks and chats except 
giving out and ridicule, and gains nothing from angels except 
cursing and hate, and gains nothing from people except him 
getting gloom and fear, and gains nothing at the time of taking 
the soul (death) except violence and tragedy, and gains nothing 
from the time of judgement except disgrace and pain. Muawiah 
 said: “It is possible to satisfy all types of people except (���و��)
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an envious person, because an envious person would only be 
satisfied by the disappearance of the grace he envies”. 
 
Dear brothers and sisters, if Allah bestows a mercy on to a 
brother of yours, then there are two situations: 

1) Is to hate its presence and you would love it to 
disappear. This is envy. 

2) Is not to hate its presence and you would not love it to 
disappear, but you would love to have something like it. 
This is a minor form of an acceptable envy. It is called 
Ghebtah (���	 ). 

 
The messenger ppbu said: {No envy is allowed except in two 
cases: (1) a man Allah gave him a lot of money which he 
directs it where it is all gets spent in the good, and (2) a man 
that Allah gave him a lot of wisdom (or knowledge) which 
he uses to arbitrate between people and he teaches people}. 
Meaning only two things in this life deserving any form of an 
acceptable envy: knowledge or spending money in the sake of 
Allah. It is also allowed in some other situations of this life and 
faith. 
 
You who have been afflicted with this decease of envy, I say to 
you fear Allah, and do not forget that you are a Muslim who 
has faith into Allah who decides and splits out the livelihood to 
all people. There are those who are well off and there are those 
who are not so well off. Allah has elevated some over others; 
many grades, for so, some may take others with ridicule. If you 
want to have wellbeing in your faith and assurance in your 
heart, and if you want Allah’s satisfaction then keep a watch on 
yourself, and purify your heart, and persuade yourself with 
Allah’s way of managing things and distributing riches and 
livelihood, and ask Allah to give you off His grace. He; may 
He be elevated, is the one who provides or withholds, and He is 
the one who relegates and elevates, and He is the one who 
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gives honour to whom he wishes and He humiliates who he 
wishes. His stores are full and His provision is so broad and 
extensive, may He be praised. 
 


