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Dearly beloved in Allah, 

 

Being on the straight path is one of the greater 

distinctions or nobilities. “Be on the straight path as you 

have been commanded” is the title of this talk on this 

blessed day. I wish to remind myself and my brothers 

and sisters about this important and majestic topic.  

 

So, what is meant by “Being on the straight path”? From 

a faith point view, being on the straight path is sticking 

to the straight. That is achieved by obeying commands 

and avoiding or refraining from prohibitions, and 

stopping at the limits. All that is  done knowingly, 

sincerely and in observance and compliance. Being on 

the straight path is hinged round words, deeds and 

circumstances. That is for words: to adhere to the truth, 

and for deeds: to follow up the messenger ppbu; and for 

circumstances: to be sincere. That is being on the 

straight path. 

 

We ask Allah each and every time we recite Fatiha 

chapter at every one of the five daily prayers or during 

optional (nafilah) prayers. We ask Allah to grant us and 

guide us to the straight path. So what is the straight path? 
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Dear respected brothers and sisters, the answer comes 

from the messenger ppbu as he said: {allah has given us 

an example of a straight path, and on either side of it are 

walls, with doors, with curtains or drape hanging down 

over them. And on top of the path there is a caller who 

says: O people stay on the straight path and do not bend 

or deviate from it. And on the back of the path there is 

another caller who says when a person wants to enter 

into one of those doors with the hanging drapes, the 

caller on the back of the path says to him: Be warned, be 

warned; do not open it. If you open it then you shall be 

enticed or tempted to enter it}. The messenger ppbu 

explained to us this example as: the straight path 

represents Islam, while the two walls are the limits or 

boundaries of Allah. And the open doors with the 

hanging drapes are the prohibitions of Allah. And the 

caller on top of the path is the book of Allah. And the 

caller on the back of the path is the wise caller or 

preacher with in the heart of every Muslim. That is the 

preacher that calls you every time you are about to 

commit an act disobedience. It calls you each time you 

do neglect doing a deed of obedience. But we, kept 

strangling the life out of this preacher within our hearts. 

We have done it to the point that many, many of us; no 

longer hear the voice of this preacher in the heart of 

every Muslim. 

 

The straight path is the path to/of Allah, and it is the 

religion of Allah, which was sketched out or drawn for 

us on the ground by our prophet ppbu in the shape of a 

straight line; and said: {This is the straight path of 
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Allah}. And he drew on the left and right side of this 

straight line; many bent and curved twisted lines. He 

said: {these are many routs, and on top of each of 

those routes there is a Satan}. Then he recited the 

verse which reads: {And this is My straight path, so 

follow it. Do not follow other ways, lest you be parted 

from His way. He has ordained this path for you, that 

you may be God fearing} 6:153. 

 

The straight path is Islam, and it is also Allah’s method 

or path, and the path of the messenger ppbu. The early 

Muslims understand purity because they were the best 

to understand what Allah and His messenger have 

intended. This is the decree of Allah: {And whoso 

opposes the messenger after the guidance (of Allah) 

has been manifested unto him, and follows other than 

the believer's way, We appoint for him that unto 

which he himself has turned, and expose him unto 

hell and a wretched end!} 4:115. 

 

What is meant by “believers” in this verse or indeed in 

the entire Quran in general agreement are those starting 

with the companions of the prophet ppbu. They are the 

most knowledgeable of all people with the intention of 

the messenger.  

 

Abd-Allah Ebn Mas3ood said: whoever is old in age is 

not like this who is dead. For a living person cannot be 

guaranteed to be safe from temptation. Those were the 

companions of the messenger Muhammad ppbu, they 

were the best in this nation, they had most devoted 
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hearts, and they had the deepest knowledge, and they 

had the least pretence. Allah picked them as companions 

of His prophet. Allah picked them in order to establish 

His religion. So, do appreciate their grace, and follow on 

their footsteps, and hold on to what you can of their 

ethics and morals, behaviour and conduct. For, they 

were on straight guidance. This is the straight path, 

Quran and Sunnah, as the early followers of the nation 

understood it, and how as the companions understood it, 

and those rightful ones who follow them to this day of 

ours and till the day when Allah shall inherit the earth. 

 

Indeed, the root of being straight is for the heart to be 

strait on the monotheism (or oneness of Allah). When 

the heart becomes straight with the singularity of Allah 

then all other organs will straighten towards the 

obedience of the All-Mighty. 

  

Finally, the benefits of being on the straight path is 

summarised in the following verse in which Allah gives 

good news to those who stay on the straight path. Allah 

says: {Those who say: Our Lord is Allah, and 

afterwards they follow the straight path, the angels 

descend upon them, saying: Fear not nor grieve, but 

hear good tidings of paradise which you are 

promised. (30) We are your protecting friends in this 

life and in the Hereafter. There you will have (all) 

that your souls desire, and there you will have (all) 

for which you imagine. (31) A hosting from One 

Forgiving, Merciful God. (32) And who is better in 

speech than him who preaches for his Lord and does 
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right, and says: I am of those who surrender (unto 

Him). (33) The good deed and the evil deed are not 

alike. Repel the evil deed with one which is better, 

then he, whom between he and you there was enmity 

(will become) as though he were a warm close friend. 

(34)} 41:30. 
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