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Cooperation and help out, its grace and status

Written by:

Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

12 August 2016

09 Thul-Qada 1437.

All thanks be to Allah, the one who is worshipped, who is
sought out for support. He helps those slaves of His who
help others. He includes in His mercy the people of
benevolence, charity and kindness. All praise be to Him. He
commanded us to remember Him at all times. Out of His
bounty and grace He widened up the means for us to be
charitable. I give thanks to Him for what He truly deserves.
| believe in Him and in Him | trust. This who is guided by
Allah shall not be misguided, and he who is misguided by
Allah shall not be guided. I testify that there is one and only
God, Allah who has no partners. He encouraged us to
cooperate and collaborate, and for that He promised us
wealth, happiness and prosperity. | also testify that our
prophet Muhammad is the salve and messenger of Allah
and His choice of all mankind. Muhammad was the best of
all people to put his trust into Allah, and Allah provided
him with all needed support. He also blessed him with
fantastic and comprehensive morals. May peace and



prayers be upon him, and upon all of his family and
companions and all those who follow him to the last day.

Slaves of Allah, I advise myself and you to be God fearing.
Allah says: {Do help one another for righteousness and
pious duty. And do not help one another unto sin and
transgression. And be God fearing, for Allah is severe in
punishment}5:2.

Cooperation and help i1s a form of civilisation,
development, advancement and progress and construction.
Collaboration and cooperation is power. As they say: a
hand in a hand is power, and a penny on top of a penny is
treasure and a brick over a brick is a building or a
construction.

Collaboration between people for the good, righteousness
and piety is a Godly demand, and of course of faith. Allah
says: {Do help one another for righteousness and pious
duty. And do not help one another unto sin and
transgression}5:2. Ebn-Katheer said: Allah commands His
faithful slaves to cooperate in doing good deeds, and that is
piety, and commands them to cooperate in quitting and
abstaining from doing evil, and that is God fearing. It is
also banning or forbidding cooperating and helping for the
sake of the wrong, evil or sin.
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Cooperation is a cause to be a saviour from total demise.
Allah says: {By the late afternoon, (1) O man is in a state
of loss, (2) Save those who believe and do good deeds,
and exhort or encourage one another to truth or
righteousness and exhort one another to endurance and
patience. (3)}103:1-3. Mr. ASsa3de said: exhorting to the
truth which is faith and good deed means: they advise, urge
each other towards that; and make each other desire to do
SO.

Cooperation is one of the necessities of life. It is not
possible of an isolated individual to handle all burdens of
life. It is from this point that the scholar Qurtubi may God
bless him said: it is the duty of a scholar person to help
people with his knowledge to teach them, and help the rich
with his money, and help the courageous person with his
courage. And it is for all Muslims to cooperate just as one
hand.

The messenger ppbu was the quickest of all people to
practice this moral; as Khadija explained that he was
naturally disposed or moulded with that. After returning
from the cave of Heraa where the first revelation happened,
and when the messenger was panicking and fearful, Khadija
calmed him down. She said to him: “Oh, no by Allah, Allah
shall not shame you, never. You keep contact with your Kin,
and you take on and assist at difficulties, and you support
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the poor and destitute, and you serve your guests
generously and you rightfully assist the calamity afflicted”.

Aesha said “the prophet ppbu used to be busy with his
family deeds; but if prayer time comes then he goes up to
prayer”’. Al-Baraa said: “the prophet ppbu used to move
earth and dust on the day of the battle of the trench
(Khandaq) while saying: {

By Allah, if not for Allah we would not be guided,

nor we would have donated any (sadaqga),

nor we would do any prayers.

So Allah, do bring down calmness on to us, and hold our
feet firm if we face a confrontation,

The people of enemies have aggressed against us,

They seek affliction and we keep avoiding}”

Cooperation or collaboration is one cause of coming
together and it rebels against separation. Allah says: {And
hold fast, all of you together, to the track or cord of
Allah, and do not separate. And remember Allah's
favour unto you: how you were enemies and He made
friendship between your hearts so that yoy became as
brothers by His grace; and (how) you were on the brink
of an abyss of fire, and He did save you from it. Thus
Allah makes clear His revelations unto you, so that you
may be guided}3:103.

12



Al-Ssa3ade said: “unity of Muslims round their faith, and
the harmony of their hearts will make well their life and the
next. By uniting they will be able to overcome all matters,
that is God fearing matters and good deed matters”

Collaboration is a mean of achieving targets. It is from that
Allah sent Musa pbu to Faro, inviting him to worship Allah
alone. Musa pbu asked Allah to send with him; his brother
Aron, in order to give him support, and stand by him in his
quest. Allah says: {Appoint for me a support from my
folk, (29) Aaron, my brother. (30) I can have him as a
backup power (31) And let him share my task, (32)}
20:29-32. Allah answered Musa’s request, and gave him
support, his brother Aron. They worked together preaching
for Allah until Allah granted them victory over Faro and his
army.

Similarly, Allah commanded Abraham pbu to build Kaaba
who responded to Allah’s command. He asked his son
Ismael to help him to implement the Godly order and help
him build the Kabaa. He said to him: (O Ismael, Allah Has
given me an order). Ismael said: Do what your God has
commanded you. Abraham asked: Would you help me to
do it? He said: | will help you. Abraham said: Allah has
commanded me to build a house right here. So, they erected
the foundations of the house. Ismael brought the stones
while Abraham did the building. When the walls got higher,
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Abraham brought a stone so Ismael can stand on it in order
to reach higher. Ismael kept handing stones to Abraham
while they were reciting {O our God, accept from us, you
hear all, and you are the know all}. They kept on going
round the house while building the wall one row of stones
at a time while continuously repeating praising Allah and
saying: {O our God, accept from us, you hear all, and
you are the know all}.

See the example of the collaboration and cooperation
between Thel-Qarnain and the people of the dam. Allah has
given Thel-Qarnain authority in the land, and has given him
the logic and power over all things. Once he had the ability
and authority then he had the power to implement what
many could not. {They ask you of Thel-Qarnain. Say: |
shall recite unto you some of his story (83) Lo! We made
him strong in the land and gave him power unto every
thing. (84)}. Despite that, Thel-Qarnain still could not do it
without the help of others when he needed to implement a
large task. { Then he followed a road (92) Till, when he
came between the two dam mountains, he found just ahead
of them a folk that can hardly understand anything told.
(93) They said: O Thel-Qarnain, Gog and Magog (yajooj,
Majooj) are spoiling the land. So may we pay you on the
condition that you set a barrier between us and
them?} Thel-Qarnain was honest with them when he let
them know that such a task will require cooperation, and

14



can not be achieved without collaboration. {He said: That
wherein my Lord has established me is better (than your
tribute). Do but help me with strength (of men), I will set
between you and them a bank. (95) Give me pieces of iron -
till, when he had levelled up (the gap) between the cliffs, he
said: Blow! - till, when he had made it a fire, he said: Bring
me molten copper to pour thereon. (96)}. What was the
result of this great collaboration? The result was the
completion of this great work. A formidable dam which
cannot be crossed by attackers, nor they can drill a hole
through it. By this dam they were able to isolate one great
nation (yajooj and Majooj). Until this day, they have been
trying to penetrate the dam, but it cannot happen until or
unless permitted by Allah. Thel-Qarnain and those with him
perfected their work to the point that the enemy failed to
penetrate it.

There is strength in unity. As they say: a hand on a hand is
power, and a penny on top of a penny is treasure and a
brick over a brick is a building or a structure. The
messenger ppbu said: {a believer to a believer is like a
structure or a building or a wall that its parts support each
other}. Quran represents the people of faith as a stacked up
structure, while the prophet represents the faithful as a
single body. Aljowzi said: in general the description is a
statement, but the real meaning is a command. That is an
encouragement or a motivation to cooperation.

15



Abi-Rabah7 said: look out for your brother at three
situations: if they get sick go and visit them, if they are too
busy then help them, and they forget then remind them.

Whenever Al-Shaibani was asked about the brothers in
Allah, “who are they?” He said: those who act in obedience
of Allah, who cooperate for Allah’s commands even if their
homes and bodies were dispersed.

Cooperation is an aid for the aggressor or oppressor and for
the oppressed. The messenger ppbu said: {Aid and support
your brother whether he is an oppressor or an oppressed}.
They said: “O messenger of Allah, we will support him 1f
he was oppressed, but how could we support him if was an
oppressor?” He said: {take hold of his hands}.

Cooperation amongst the companions

The companions were great examples to follow. They used
to be just like a bee’s hive in the way it supported each
other and in its cooperation. They were like a single body if
an organ suffered, the rest of the organs in the body reacted
with fever and lack of sleep. They did cooperated and they
did not search for faults in each other. They supported each
other and they did not plot against each other.
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There was also another example of the cooperation between
those Immigrants (Muhajireen) and the host supporters
(Ansar) after the hijra. Abd-Rahman ebn Owf said: when
we came to Madina the messenger ppbu symbolic brother
ties between me and Saad ebn Rabee3. Saad said to me: |
have more money than anyone in this town; | will divide it
half for you and half for me. And look at my wives
whichever one you would fancy | will give her up for you.
So after the legal period of divorce you can marry her. Abd-
Rahman replied: May Allah bless your family and your
money for you.

It is important to open up the gates of learning, and the
gates of repentance and the gates of return to Allah. We
need to say to people: come to doing good deeds and give
up and refrain from evil. They gates of goodness are right
open. Dear brother or sister, learn a chapter from the Quran,
or teach a verse, or pass on some issue, or recite some
hadeeth, or attend some class or halaga, or listen to some
recording, or read a book, or write the summary of a
lecture, or give an advice, or distribute or publish some
preaching material, or write some article, or design some
web site for the truth, or correct some error, or keep in the
company of a preacher, or spend or donate some money in
good cause, or rescue someone who is desperate, or guide
some lost soul, or receive well someone who repented,
perform a prayer, or do amrah (mini pilgrimage), or give a
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talk, or give an opinion in a matter of truth, or resist an
Innovation, or denounce some bad wrong, or feed a hungry
person, or go for a funeral, or dress unclothed person, or
visit a sick person, or build a mosque, or repair a road, or
aid an oppressed or wronged person, or plan a project for a
good cause, or collect donations, restrain an enemy, or
uncover a hypocrite, preach to a unbeliever, take opinion of
a scholar, or suggest an idea in a good cause, and so on and
on, or may be present a program or correspond with a
newspaper...

What prevents cooperation and collaboration between
brothers?

1. Blind total support or narrow-mindedness towards one
sect or a sheikh or a party or a movement or a group
and intolerance towards others.

2. Selfishness and not love goodness for others.

3. False suspicions that this cooperation will be in the
benefit of some individuals and not others.

4. Love for one self, and loving leading rolls, and being
in authority and being in the spotlight.

5. Envy and jealousy towards others and having bad
misconception or pre-bad opinions or wrong attitudes
about others.
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{ Might and honour belong to Allah and to His
messenger and to the believers; but the hypocrites know
not. } 63:8.

O Allah make this assembly of ours a blessed assembly, and our
dispersing afterward make us protected, and everyone amongst us
or with us; do not make us miserable or deprived.

O Allah we ask you guiding, God fearing, to be chaste and
virtuous, prosperity and contentment,

O Allah grant each or us a tong that always speaks of You, and a
humble and submissive heart. And a good deed, and a useful
knowledge which would elevate our status with You, and grant us
firm and fixed faith, and truthful and immaculate certainty and
good and plentiful earnings in Halal,

O Allah the most Glorious, the most magnificent and the most
Generous.

O Allah grant honour and status to Islam and Muslims.

O Allah unite them, and let their words be in an agreement and on
the side of the truth.

O Allah break the power of transgressors, And grant peace to your
slaves, all the people.
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