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The first ten days of Thel-Hejjah

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih

Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

02 September 2016

30 Thul-Qadah 1437.

Dearly beloved, we have just reached the first ten days of
the month of Thel-Hejjah in the Islamic calendar. Those
days are blessed days, days with which Allah Has made an
oath due to its high status and nobility. Because He; may
He be elevated, can make an oath with whatever He so
wishes of His creations. Allah says: {Making a pledge
with Asr (later afternoon time), and the ten nights}.
Normally, a pledge or an oath is only made with a great or a
noble thing, something which would cause people to notice
and pay attention to. And as Allah says:{Remember Allah
throughout the appointed days} 2:203. Ebn-Abbas said
those are the first ten days of the month of Thel-Hejja. The
messenger ppbu said: {there are no other days during
which a good deed is more loved by Allah than that deed
which is done during those days}. They said: better than
the deed of Jihad in the line of Allah. The messenger ppbu
said: {even better than Jihad in the line of Allah, except
for when a man goes out for jihad by putting forward
himself and his money and nothing comes back}.
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And the question is: Why is it that a good deed is more
loved to Allah during those ten days? Listen to what the
scholar Hafith Ebn-Hajar said: Because those days contain
within them the cradle or foundation of all worships, such
as prayers, fasting, Hajj (pilgrimage) and Sadaga
(donations). Those do not happen in other than those days.

Fasting is one of the best deeds. And for that reason the
prophet ppbu used to fast during those days. The messenger
ppbu said: {Any slave who fasts a day purely for Allah,
then Allah shall push away hell fire from the slave a
distance of seventy autumns}. The messenger
commanded us to remember Allah a lot during those days.
He said: {during those days do plenty of takbeer
(glorifying Allah), praising Allah and giving thanks to
Allah}. So, Takbeer is recommended during those days.
Takbeer itself; Is of two types: Absolute and Conditional.
The absolute takbeer starts at the start of the ten days. The
conditional takbeer is required from the person who is not
performing Hajj (pilgrimage), which starts at the dawn of
the day of Arafa (that is the day before Eid Adha day). The
person should do takbeer (say: Allah Akbar) after each
prayer in a heard voice. This is done after every prayer; up
to Asr prayer of the last day of Tashreeq days (Tashreeq
days are the three days of Eid, 10,11 and 12 of Thel-
Hejjah). It is recommended to practice plenty of both
absolute and conditional takbeer during those days.
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Slaves of Allah, those ten days have their specific rules and
terms. One of those rules is that when the ten days start, and
If a slave intends to slaughter a sacrifice on Eid day then he
should not trim his hair or nails or skin. The messenger
ppbu was reported to recommend that. Some scholars said
the point in this rule is that a Muslim should share this act
with the person who is performing Hajj. All Muslims doing
hajj are commanded not to trim their hair or nails until after
they do the sacrifice or do the ritual of stoning the Jamarah
rocks.

Dear Muslims, some of the benefits of those ten days is that
they contain within them: day of Arafa. The ninth day is
called day of Arafa. That is the day when all those doing
Hajj (pilgrimage) assemble on mount of Arafa. It is a great
day with tremendous glory and a generosity. The messenger
ppbu said: {No other day has as many people saved and
set free from hell fire; more than on the day of Arafa}.
O Allah; make us amongst those you set free from hellfire.
Remember the words of your prophet, as he said that Allah
with all His glory shall get closer. Closeness befitting His
highness and perfectness; despite how you may imagine
Allah, remember that there is nothing like Him, and that He
sees and hears all. He gets closer to those Muslims at Hajj
assembling on day of Araf on the mountain of Arafa and
boasts away In proudness and glory with them to His
angels, and He (all glory be to Him) says: {what do all
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those want? All those who came to their Lord covered in
dust and tussled and untidy, from all far lands and deep
valleys. They ask Him alone, and they beg him to grant
them forgiveness. The messenger was reported saying: {At
no other time or day Satan was seen to be as belittled
and as mad and more insignificant and more beaten and
defeated than he is on this day}. That is because he is able
to see all the mercies and blessings coming down from
Allah, and the forgiveness by Allah of so many great sins.
Yes, all those blessings are contributed to those who are
doing Hajj. But, you, whom Allah Has not enabled to do
Hajj, what do you need to do? Get closer to Allah with
deeds of obedience and deeds which get you closer to Him.
Fasting, Quran reciting and remembering Allah are all
deeds of obedience.

Dear Muslims, you should fast, and be certain to fast day of
Arafah (day before Eid day). Listen to the good tiding for
the non-hajj person. The messenger ppbu said: {Fasting
the day of Arafa will clean the sins of the previous year
and the remaining year}. This is such a great grace from
Allah. A Muslim should maximise the benefit from those
blessed days. Remember he who protects his/her worldly
life through the obedience of Allah; then Allah will protect
his next life, and the person will find what he/she does in
advance in this life, will find it saved and multiplied with
Allah. Similarly, whoever wastes away his present life; then
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consequently his/her next life will be lost. There are those
who will lose both their worldly life and their next life, and
that is the clear great loss.



