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True believers

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

07 April 2017
10 Rajab 1438.

Dearly beloved,

Allah says: {They only are the (true) believers whose hearts
feel fear when Allah is mentioned, and when revelations of
Allah are recited unto them their faith increases, and who
into their Lord they trust; (2) Who establish prayers and
spend of that We have bestowed onto them. (3) Those are
the true believers. For them are grades (of honour) with
their Lord, and pardon, and a bountiful provision. (4).} 8:2-4.
Those verses list or specify the characteristics which identify true
believers; whose faith is complete and who are a good example for
Muslims. And the first of those characters 1s that a true believer’s
heart will tremble when Allah is mentioned, meaning his heart will
have respect for and fear of Allah; so he would do what Allah
commands; and refrain from what Allah warns against. Sufian Al-
Thawri reported As-Suddi interpreting those verses saying: “A man
Is about to commit a sin, when he is told: “Fear Allah”, then his
heart becomes fearful”. God-fearing is one of the characteristics of
a true believer. God-fearing protects a believer from falling into the
wrath and anger of Allah. For whosoever fears Allah, he will not
disobey Allah. And it is for that; the Almighty, the Most Forgiving
says. {But for him who fears the status of his Lord or the
standing before his Lord, there are two gardens} 55-46. Allah
also says: {But as for him who feared to stand before his Lord



and restrained his soul from lust, (40) for certain, the Garden
will be his home. (41)} 79:40-41.

The second character of a true believer is the increase of faith, and
what the individual feels within himself and within those round
him. That is those who have faith, their hearts relax and get
reassured with the mentioning of Allah. They become more faithful
when Allah’s verses are recited. Recitation; accompanied with
contemplation and thoughts; lead to acting upon it. That is because
the beauty and sweetness of Quran is felt each time verses are
listened to or recited by the individual. The believer gets elevated
as he listens or recites verses of the Quran.

The third character for such a believer is putting his or her trust into
Allah. This is one of the greatest and most important characteristic
of a believer. Entrust can only be accepted if it was directed at Allah
alone without including anyone or anything else with Him. Ebn-
Katheer said in explaining the verse: To seek safety and refuge with
Him, they seek no one else but Him, and they expect protection with
Him, and they ask for support from Him alone, and they reach out
to Him alone. And they are certain in the knowledge that only what
He wishes shall be, and what He does not wish shall not be. And
they know that He alone is the capable of acting in the entire
creation, and there is no prevention or changing of His decree or
decision. And that He is fast at evaluation. Saeed Ebn Jubair said
that “entrusting into Allah sums up faith in its entirety”.

The forth character of a true believer is performing the daily
prayers. Prayers represent the food for the soul; without which a
person would lose his balance, and would be torn by sickness,
problems and worries. One would lose his true happiness and
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becomes with the losers on the day of resurrection. It is absolutely
vital in order for a Muslim to be a true believer is to perform the
daily prayers in the manner which satisfies Allah.

The fifth character of a true believer mentioned in this verse is that
the believer is to spend from what Allah has bestowed upon him.
For the riches he has; are Allah’s riches, and all the money is
Allah’s money. Spending from that is a sign of true faith.

A man once asked Al-Hassan Al-Basri, he said: Are you a believer?
He said: Faith is of two types. If you are asking me about having
faith into Allah, His angels, His books, His messengers and
Paradise and Hellfire, the resurrection and judgement then; yes; |
am a believer. But, if you are asking me about what Allah says about
true believers in His book: {They only are the (true) believers
whose hearts feel fear when Allah is mentioned, and when
revelations of Allah are recited unto them they increase their
faith, and who into their Lord they trust; (2) Who establish
prayers and spend of that We have bestowed onto them.
(3) Those are the true believers.} 8:2-3. He said: By Allah, |
don’t know if I am one of those or not.

Let us embody those characteristics. Let us respond to Allah’s call
and His messenger; when Allah says: {O you who believe! Obey
or respond to Allah, and the messenger when He calls you to
that which will give you life, and know that Allah comes in
between a man and his own heart, and that He; is to Whom
you will be returned.} 8:24.

| say this and | ask Allah’s forgiveness for you and I and for all
Muslims from all sins. Do ask His forgiveness, He is the most
Forgiving, the most Merciful.



