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The first ten days of Thel-Hejjah 2

Written by: Sk Abd-Razzag Taher Farih
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

25 August 2017
03 Thul—Hejjah 1438.

Dearly beloved, we have just reached the first ten days of the month
of Thel-Hejjah in the Islamic calendar. Those days are blessed days,
days with which Allah Has made an oath due to its high status and
nobility. Because He; may He be elevated, can make an oath with
whatever He so wishes of His creations. Allah says: {Making a pledge
with Fajr (dawn time), and the ten nights}. Normally, a pledge or an
oath is only made with a great or a noble thing, something which
would cause people to notice and pay attention to. And as Allah says:
{Remember Allah throughout the appointed days} 2:203. Ebn-Abbas
said those are the first ten days of the month of 7hel-Heja. The
messenger ppbu said: {there are no other days during which a good
deed is more loved by Allah than that deed which is done during those
days}. They said: better than the deed of Jihad in the line of Allah.
The messenger ppbu said: {even better than Jihad in the line of Allah,
except for when a man goes out for jihad by putting forward himself
and his money and nothing comes back}.

And the question is: Why is it that a good deed is more loved to Allah
during those ten days? Listen to what the scholar Hafith Ebn-Hajar



said: Because those days contain within them the cradle or foundation
of all worships, such as prayers, fasting, Hajj (pilgrimage) and Sadaga
(donations). Those do not happen in other than those days.

Fasting is one of the best deeds. And for that reason the prophet ppbu
used to fast during those days. The messenger ppbu said: {Any slave
who fasts a day purely for Allah, then Allah shall push away hell fire
from the slave a distance of seventy years]. The messenger
commanded us to remember Allah a lot during those days. He said:
{during those days do plenty of takbeer (glorifying Allah), praising
Allah and giving thanks to Allah}. So, 7akbeer is recommended
during those days. Takbeer itself; is of two types: Absolute and
Conditional. The absolute takbeer starts at the start of the ten days.
The conditional takbeer is required from the person who is not
performing Hajj (pilgrimage), which starts at the dawn of the day of
Arafa (that is the day before Eid Adha day). The person should do
takbeer (say: Allah Akbar) after each prayer in a heard voice. This is
done after every prayer; up to Asr prayer of the last day of 7ashreeg
days (7ashreeq days are the three days of £id, 10,11 and 12 of Thel-
Hepjah). It is recommended to practice plenty of both absolute and
conditional takbeer during those days.

Dear Muslim, be certain to fast the day of Arafa. That is the day
before Eid day. Day of Arafa is this coming Thursday. That is for
those who are not performing Hajj. For those that Allah Had not
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enabled to do Hajj this year. The messenger ppbu said: {fasting the
day of Arafa wipes off clean sins for the previous year and the
following year}. This is a tremendous grace from the Almighty. A
Muslim should make sure to benefit from those blessed day. Because
whosoever takes care of his life with Allah’s obedience, then Allah will
take care for his/her life after. Everyone shall find what he/she does in
advance in this life, kept for him or her in multiple folds with Allah
on the day after. On the other hand, whosoever wastes away his life
then his life after shall be a waste too. Losing his first life and losing

the next life is the tremendous loss.

Slaves of Allah, those ten days have their specific rules and terms.
One of those rules is that when the ten days start, and if a slave
intends to slaughter a sacrifice on Eid day then he should not trim his
hair, nails, or skin. The messenger ppbu was reported to recommend
that. Some scholars said the point in this rule is that a Muslim should
share that experience with the person who is performing Hajj. All
Muslims doing hajj are commanded not to trim their hair or nails
until after they complete either their sacrifice or the ritual of stoning
the Jamarah rocks.

What is the sacrifice? Dearly beloved, the sacrifice is the animal that is
slaughtered. It can be a camel, a cow or a lamb on Fid day or one of

the days known as 7: asﬁreeg days for the purpose of getting closer to
God.



The messenger ppbu practiced sacrificing; and so did Muslims after
him; and there has been a general agreement, acceptance and practice.
Our scholars have differed on the level of the sacrifice obligation.
Some stated that is obligatory, which must be practiced by every
capable Muslim. But the majority of scholars state that it is a definite
Sunnah and it must not be left out if one is capable to do it.

A requirement of the sacrifice is that it can only happen after Eid
prayer and not before it. There is a requirement for the sacrifice, it
must be good and free from imperfections. The messenger ppbu said:
{there are four which can not be fit for a sacrifice: an animal with a
damaged eye, with the eye clearly lost. And one with a sickness that is
clearly sick. And the limping that is so clear, and the one with a

fractured or broken bone which does not heal}. This hadeeth is
enough to help a Muslim select a good sacrifice to donate to his God.

The messenger ppbu also said: {only slaughter a mature sacrifice,
unless if it gets hard for you to do so, so in the case of a lamb;
slaughter a younger lamb}. A mature camel is that which completed
five years of age and is in its sixth year. In cattle, a mature bull is the
one that is more than two years old and is in its third. In sheep, a
mature one is any lamb that is one year old and is in its second. If it
is difficult to find such age of animal then it is perrnissible to

siaughter a lamb that is as young as six months old.



