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Hijrah — Immigration,, Lessons learnt.

Written by Sk. Dr. Younis Saleh
Translated by: Dr. Faheem Bukhatwa

14 September 2018ac
04 Al-Muharram 1400h

All thanks be to Allah, we ask for His support and His forgiveness. We seek
His protection from the evil within ourselves, and from the sins of our deeds.
Whosoever is guided by Allah; nothing will misguide him/her. And
whosoever is misguided by Allah; then there shall be no guidance for them.
| testify that there is no other God but Allah, the one and only who has no
partners, and | testify that Muhammad is his slave and messenger ppbu.
Slaves of Allah, be God fearing. God fearing is the peak of all good deeds.
It is the profitable business. Gain as much of it as you can, and ask for
forgiveness of your sins. Those secretive sins and publicly known sins.

Dear brothers in faith, you and | stand today at an important event.
It is the topic of this talk today. It is the event of Hijrah or
emigration. One year has just gone, and another year is starting, and
where am 1? The Hijrah or emigration of the messenger ppbu from
the city of Mecca to the city of Madina. That migration which
recreated Muslims into a new creation. It changed their weakness
into strength, and their small numbers into much larger numbers,
and changed their humiliation into honour and respect.

Slaves of Allah, the messenger ppbu lived in Mecca for thirteen
years preaching to his people the word of “One and only God (¥ 4l
a4 ¥)”. Only a few believed into his message, but they were a
truthful few. Faith got mixed with the pureness of their hearts. This
faith is what got his companions to be worshipers and to become
leaders. And it is that which made them struggle and be martyrs,

until the entire worldly life became under their control. This was
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because of the faith which the messenger ppbu implanted into their
hearts. This faith which turned worshiping idols into worshiping the
Most Gracious. And it turned people of ignorance into people who
would spend their nights praying and kneeling to their God. This
faith is what made them men who wrote the most wonderful pages
of history in so many fields.

Slaves of Allah, the hurt that was inflected by the idolaters onto the
messenger ppbu and his companions was one reason for the
emigration of the prophet ppbu from Mecca to Madina. The
messenger ppbu suffered a lot, he had patience and endurance. He
endured with so much hurt which other men could not put up with.
The idolaters continued with their stubbornness, persistence and
scheming and conniving. They held a meeting at the “Seminar
Room 352211 )12 and they convened a conference of plotting,
treachery and betrayal. Some suggested exiling or banishment for
the messenger ppbu. Some suggested imprisonment and finally they
settled murder. They decided to pick one strong and gallanted
young man from every tribe, who would surround the messneger’s
home, and when he came out is that they all hit him at once. So
revenging his death would split between all the tribes and becomes
a lost cause. But Allah exposed their secret planning and had them
disappointed as He says: {and when the unbelievers plot and
scheme to neutralize you, or Kill you, or banish you. However,
they plot and scheme, but so does GOD. GOD is the best
schemer.} 8:30. Then Allah sent down Gabriel to the prophet ppbu
to tell him that Allah Has given him a permission to emigrate from
Mecca to Madian.

Slaves Allah, the emigration of the prophet ppbu was overpowering
and a defeat to efforts to corrupt the faith, and a loss to the
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misguided ideas, as well as emigration being a new opening in the
human history and a supportive victory.

Lessons in life taught us that truth and the right must have a land
base, a place and supporters. Also, the wrong and evil do not hand
over leadership to the truth and the right easily. In fact it would
stand with resistance in the face of the right, and blocks it way and
close its exits, and lurk and wait for the opportunity to destroy it.
That’s when the right then needs to take its call in refuge to a fertile
land and a safe place and faithful supporters.

We learn from the emigration that if the youth from a young age are
brought up facing danger then they would be strong. This is an
example: Ali ebn Abi-Talib who was brought up in the prophetic
school. He is one of the Muslim young men who was brought up as
a God fearing individual, and fears no one else besides Allah. The
prophet said to him on night of emigration: {Sleep in my bed, for
no harm shall come to you from them}. Ali accepted the sacrifice
for the messenger ppbu without fear or hesitation.

Emigration also teaches us that our deeds and actions must be for
the sake of Allah and not for achieving some other lust or greed.
The messenger ppbu said: {Deeds depend on the intentions. And
every person gets according to his/her intention. So, whosoever
emigrates for the sake of Allah and His messenger then his
migration is for Allah and His messenger. And whosoever
emigrates for something in this life to achieve or for some
woman to marry then his emigration is for that purpose}.

Brothers in faith, emigration of the prophet taught us the protection
of Allah to His sincere slaves. The messenger ppbu was hiding with
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his companion in the cave for many nights. They had no protection
except for Allah’s care who gives victory to His sincere slaves.
Allah says: {If you fail to support him (the messenger), God has
already supported him. Thus, when the disbelievers chased
him, and he was one of two in the cave, he said to his friend, “Do
not be saddened; God is with us.”} 9:40.

Hijra or emigration taught us that the Muslim woman can perform
her duties when she is needed and when the circumstances are right.
Not when the enemies of Allah want her to be as an available
comodaty. Asmaa the daughter of Abu-Bakr Essedique who carried
food supplies from Mecca to the cave. Unstartled and not frightened
by the spies observing and tracing her. She split her waist strap into
two parts. She used one part to hold the pouch bag of food, and used
the second part to hold the goatskin water bag. Eventually, she
became to be called the lady with the double straps.

Hijrah (emigration) taught us the love for our homeland. The
messenger ppbu leaves Mecca in the sake of Allah but quite
saddened by being separated from his homeland. As he was leaving
he turns back and addresses his beloved Mecca by saying: {O by
Allah, out of all Allah’s lands, you are the most loved land to
me, and if your people had not expelled me out | would have
never left}.

Dear Muslims, Cave Heraa was the real happy starting point of this
new faith. After a tiring travel and after a difficult effort, and
enduring the unmerciful heat, suddenly the blessed Tibah appears
and its people give the prophet a glorious welcome. Allah says
about them: {As for those who provided them with a home and
a refuge, and were believers before them, they love those who
Immigrated to them, and find no hesitation in their hearts in
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helping them. In fact, they readily give them priority over
themselves, even when they themselves are in need of what they
are giving. Indeed, those who overcome their natural stinginess
are the successful ones}59:9.

The prophet ppbu started a new page in preaching and spreading the
message. It was styled by legislation and a fantastic planning. Its
hope was to avoid the conspiracies of those scheming against it and
its protection from the destruction by the hatreds. And it is from
here that Hijra or emigration was the beginning of a difficult
struggle.

Slaves of Allah, the highest level of emigration is that which
migrates from evil to good, and from low scum standard to
morality, and from darkness to light. Possibly some types of Hijra
or emigration is that the messenger ppbu was ordered by Allah in
the Quran which says: {And glorify your Lord * and purify your
clothes * and forsake or stay away from wrong or dirt} 74:3-5.
So, let us emigrate to Allah with our hearts, emigrate to goodness,
love and purity. The messenger ppbu said: {The emigrant is that
who stays away from what Allah made forbidden}. The
messenger ppbu also said: {No emigration after taking Mecca
back, except for a struggle and support, and if you were called
for a conflict then go}.

| ask Allah to give victory to Islam, and honour the Muslims. | ask
forgiveness for me and for all Muslims from all sin. Ask Him for
forgiveness, He is the most Forgiving, the most Merciful.



